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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS; 

Please replace the claims with the claims provided in the listing below 
wherein status, amendments, additions and cancellations are indicated. 

1.-6. (Canceled) 

7. (Currently Amended) An inductive momentary-contact vswitch 
comprising: 

a locking mechanism; 

a sensor unit including a printed circuit hoard having a sensor coil 
disposed thereon, and a conductive actuator element supported by said .locking 
mechanism and dbplaceable relative to said sensor coiL and said sensor coil 
having a sclf-inductancc which is predominantly determined hv a distance 
between said conductive actuator and said sensor coil wherein a change in said 
distance produces a sclf-inductancc change ; Hand]] 

an evaluation circuit [[ J] configured to produce an oscillating signal in 
said sensor siich_thal_ 

whe r ewr-strid -s enso r unit com p rises a sensor coil a pp lied to a. printed 

ci r cuit boa r d and a conductive actuato r c l ement, whe r e in 
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the distanec-bclwct T i --y aid"et>Tidijaivc actuator element and said senso r 
coil is changeab l e and loehablc, the d i stance — efamgew be i ng niadi for the 
purpose tif tiha T ig in g dte i n ductance of said senso r co i l, and 

the self-inductance inductance change in said sensor coil initiates a 

switching function in said evaluation circuit based on ch anges in said oscillation 
signal caused by the self-inductance change . 

8. (Currently Amended) An inductive position switch apparatus 
comprising: 

a gearshift lever; 
an actuator slide; 

a sensor unit including a printed circuit board having at least first and 
second sensor coils disposed thereon adjacent each other in a common plane, 
and a conductive actuator element slidably supported by said actuator_slide and 
movable bv said gearshift lever, and disposed displaceable relative to said first 
and second sensor coils, and said first and second sensor coils respectively 
having first and second self-inductances which_arc_predominantlv determined by 
first and second relative positionings of said conductive actuator relative to a 
respective one of said first and second sensor coils wherein a change in said 
first and second relative positioning produces respectively firsL and second self- 
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inductance changes in respective ones of said riret_and_sccond sensor coils : 
[NdJl 

an evaluation circui t configurec^^ osgjjjajjon 
signals in said first and second sensor coils, detect first and second signal 
chances in said first and second oscillation signals produced by said first and 
second self-inductance changes, and initiate a switching function based on a 

combination of said first and second signal changes; and . wherein 

said ac n so r ^fflt-eo rnp riae a- ut ' -lotist - -two - c enso r coils adjacent to one 

another on a p rinted circuit board and at least one conductive actuate r- c kmc ri L 

the coverage of the conductive actuator clement being configured to 
simultaneously partially cover of cvc i y t wo of said first and second sensor coils 
and he movable relative to said first and second sensor coils to vary coverage 
such thai a movement of said conductive actuator element produces said first 
and second signal changes as changes of a signal characteristic, and said first 
signal change is a change in said characteristic in an opposing direction of 
increase and decrease in comparison to changes of said characteristic in said 
second signal change based on a same movement of said conductive actuator rx 
Uu n gcablc fo r changing Ihc - inductanec of the senso r coils by d i s p lacing s aid 
aciuato r slide, and 
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the i nductance - changes of said udj^eendy u pp licd se i zo r eoih initiate 

witching functions in s^ ^ d^v ■ ahtatn t y ^ rtl. ^ il ■ c ' ait^ 

9. (Currently Amended) The inductive position switch a pparatus in 
accordance with claim 8 further comprising a multiplexer [[,] | for selectively 
coupling said first and second sensor coils with the signal evaluation circuit for 
detection of said „first _ and second oscillation signals o f said sensor coils 
occu rr ing via s aid multi p l e xe r . 

10. {Currently Amended) The [[An]] inductive position switch 
apparatus in accordance with claim 9 com p rising: 

a gearshift leve r ; 

'- an actuato r slide ; 

a senso r un i t; and 

an evaluation circuit, wherein ■ 

smd - scrmir u ni t comprises - aHcast two censo r coil s a pp lied adjaeciU - tt> 

wK; - a i itM j tc r- to ^t-p riated ci r cu i t b oa r d, 

said actuator s lide compr i ses at leant one conduct i ve actuator clement, 
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the cove r age of said conductive actuato r dement of eve r y wo of ; m i d 

senso r coils is changeable for changing t he inductances of suid sensor coils by 
dis p l a cing said uctuulo r slide, 

th e - inductance - changes of said adjacently a pp lied sensor co i l* iniri a itc 

sw i tching ■ fimcri t wt* i n snrid cvaluiiti r nrc i rcuit/and 

wherein only one of said first and second sensor coils is switched at any 
one time into said evaluation circuit and successive evaluations of said 
characteristic of said first and second signals are compared with ench other in 
order lo form a temperature-stable and precise switching criterion. 

11. (Currently Amended) The inductive position switch apparatus in 
accordance with claim 10 further comprising an TX oscillating circuit, wherein 
said LC oscillating circuit. c x ^ p^ n^c^ - s^ t ^a H fe ^ ^t ^ twtr ^ ^ ^^ ^^ ^1 , eo i 1 s . . successively 
applied to said first and second sensor coils. 

12. (Currently Amended) The inductive position switch apparatus in 
accordance with claim 11 adapted for evaluating [[thej] aj-csonancc frequency 
of the LC oscillating circuit i nto which - the va r iable mducUuicc enters as said 
characteristic of said first and second signals . 
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13. (Currently Amended) An inductive switching apparatus comprising: 

a positioning device including at least one of a locking mechanism or a 
latchable gearshift lever; 

a sensor unit including, a printed circuit hoard having at least first and 
.second sensor coils disposed, thereon adjacent each other in a common plane, 
and a conductive actuator element movahly supported hy said positioning 
device, and disposed displaccablc relative to said first and second sensor coils, 
and said first and second sensor coils respectively having first and second self- 
inductances which are predominantly determined by first and second relative 
positionings of said conductive actuator relative to a respective one of said first 
and second sensor coils wherein a change in said first and second relative 
positionings produces respectively first and second sclf-ind iterance changes in 
respective ones of said first and second sensor coils : and 

an evaluation circuit configured to produce first and second oscillation 
signals in said first and second sensor coils, detect first and second signal 
changes Jn_said_firA^^ produced by said first and 

second self-induccance changes, and initiate a switching function based on at 
least one of said first and second signal changes : , wherein 

aa i d scmpr unit ernnproca at leant one sc n joi ' coil dis p osed on a pri nted 

c ir cuit hoa r d and at least o n e conductive actuato r cle m e n t, 
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said switching, function being based on at: least one of: 

said, first and second relative positioning^ setting first and 
second distances between the d i stance oF said conductive actuator 
element to one of said first and second sensor coils along a 
direction normal to a plane of said first and second sensor coils 
a a w hiHcast one .icnao r -wH ;or 

said first and second relative positioning* being set by the 
conductive actuator clement being configured to .simultaneously 
partially cover said first and second sensor coils and he movable 
relative to said first and second sensor coils to vary coverage 
which is overlap of said first and second coils in said normal 
direction to said plane of said first and second coils such that a 
movement of said conductive actuator element produces said first 
and second signal changes as chances of a signal characteristic, 
and said first signal change is a change in said characteristic in an 
opposing direction of increase and decrease in comparison to 
chanties of said characteristic in said second signal change based 
on a same movement of said conductive actuator 
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cove r age o f every - two o f said at least one-seroor coil is changea b le for changing 
t he inductance of said at leaut one »c nj or coil » a nd- 

the change* in inductance in the evaluation ci r cu i t initiate switching 

function s. 

14. (Currently Amended) The inductive switching apparatus in 
accordance with claim 13 further comprising an actuator slide, the coverage of 
eve r y two of 3aid at least one censor Loil said first and second sensor coils 
occurring by horizontal position displacement of said actuator slide in_a 
direction p arallel to said nlanc of said first and second coils . 

15. (Currently Amended) The inductive switching apparatus in 
accordance with claim 13 wherein only one of said first and second sensor coils 
at least one sensor cuil ■ is switched at any one time into said evaluation circuit 
and successive evalu ations of said characteristic of said first and second signals 
are compared with ea ch other in order tu form a lempcrarure -stable and precise 
switching criterion. 

16. (Currently Amended) The inductive switching apparatus in 
accordance with claim 13 further comprising a multiplexer [[,]] for selectively 
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coupling said first and second sensor coils with the stgrnrl e valuation circuit for 
detection of said first and second oscillation 5ign.al.s__ of said— s.nAOi 1 emh 
occu rr ing vk _aid multiplexer , 

17. (Currently Amended) Tlie inductive switching apparatus in 
accordance with claim 15 further comprising a multiplexer [[,]] for selectively 
coupling said first and second sensor coils with the -igtKti evaluation circuitjfor 
detection of said fir.st and second oscillation signals of said - senior coib 
occur r ing via said multi p lexe r, 

18. (Withdrawn - Currently Amended > The inductive momentary- 
contact switch in accordance with Claim 7, wherein an alternating voltage of 
constant amplitude and constant frequency is injected into said sensor coil with 
subsequent evaluation of [[the]] current amplitudes of the oscillation signal 
caused bv said self-inductance chance of the variable inducta n ce . 

19. (Withdrawn - Currently Amended ) The inductive position switch 
apparatus in accordance with Claim 8, wherein an alternating voltage of 
constant amplitude and constant frequency is injected into said sensor co i l - first 
and second sensor coils with subsequent evaluation of [[the]] current amplitudes 
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of said first and second s ignals caused by the first and second self-inductance 
changes the variable i n ductance . 

20. (Withdrawn - Currently Amended ) J lie inductive switch apparatus 
in accordance with Claim 13, wherein an alternating voltage of constant 
amplitude and constant frequency is injected into .said ^cnAuf ctwf- first and 
second se nsor coils with subsequent evaluation or [[the|l current amplitudes of 
said first and second signals caused hy the first and second self-inductance 
changes the variable i nducta n ce . 

21. (Currently Amended) The inductive switching apparatus in 
accordance with claim 14, wherein only one of said first and second sensor coils 
a t ; leant one sensor wil is switched at any one time into said evaluation circuit 
and successive evaluations of said characteristic of said first and second signals 
are compared with each other in order to form a temperature-stable and precise 
switching criterion, 

22. (Currently Amended) The inductive switching apparatus in 
accordance with claim 14 further comprising a multiplexer [[,]] for selectively 
coupling said first and second sensor coils with the signal evaluation circuit for 

12 
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detection of said first and second oscillation signals of j*aid s e nso r coils 
oc c u rr i n g via aaid multiplcrxci *. 

23. (Currently Amended) The inductive switching apparatus in 
accordance with claim 21 further comprising a multiplexer If* I J for selectively 
coupling said first and second sensor coils with the srigrttrl evaluation circuit for 
detection of said first and second oscillation signals of :<aid sensor coib 
occu r ring via said multiplexe r. 

24. (Currently Amended) The inductive position switch apparatus 
according to claim 8, wherein .m i d i n duct i ve p osition switch a pp ariiLu* is 
configured such that said inductance cha n ge init i ates- said ' sw i tching function 
based on said characteristic is frequency a circu i t frequency change caused by 
.said inducmnee change . 

25. (Currently Amended) The inductive position switch apparatus 
according to claim 8, further comprising an LC oscillating circuit, wherein said 
LC oscillating circuit comp r ises said .senso r coil, is successively zipplied to said 
first and second sensor coils. 
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26. (Cancelled) 

27. (Currently Amended) The inductive position switch apparatus 
according to claim 9, wherein sa i d — induUi vc — positkm—^w t tcl i— ap p ^raluy b 
configured such LhM - aaid H ndue i a n ee^hm^ function 

bused on & circuit frcquency ^ ehang e- eauacd-by a aid inductance change said 

characteristic is frequency . 

28. (CurrcnrJy Amended) The inductive position switch apparatus 
according to claim 9, further comprising an LC oscillating circuit, wherein said 
LC oscillating circuit comprises said sensor coil. _is_ successively applied to said 
first. and, second sensor coils. 

29. (Cancelled) 
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